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[An archive documenting the religious and cultural
activities of the Connecticut cult, The Work. Mer-
iden, Connecticut: 1970s. $8,500

An extraordinary archive documenting the religious and cultural activi-
ties of The Work, a Christian doomsday cult
based in Meriden, Connecticut from 1972-
2010s. The group was led by Julius Schac-
know (1924-1996), a Brooklyn-born Jewish
convert to Christianity who masqueraded as
a prophet, Jesus Christ (‘Julius Christ’ to his
followers) and finally, as God himself. Born
to a poor, Jewish family in 1924, Schacknow
joined the Navy in 1942 where he served as
a radioman during WWIL. In 1946, while
stationed in Guam, Schacknow claimed that
God appeared to him and told him that he
would become a great prophet. Following
an honorable discharge from the Navy in
1947, he attended a number of evangelical
Bible colleges - where he was given the name
Brother Julius - and began an intense study
of the scriptures, which partially led to the
disintegration of his first marriage. He and
his second wife joined the Gospel Assembly
Church, a controversial non-demonination-
al evangelical sect whose dubious practic-

es Julius would later adopt for The Work,
and he began preaching part-time for the
church. His second wife divorced him over
his infidelity and she and the couple’s chil-
dren left for Florida.

After two failed marriages and the birth of five children (one of whom
was stillborn), Schacknow met his third wife, Joanne St. Betrix, who
would later play an instrumental role in the cult’s financial success and
ignominous downfall. After moving from Brooklyn to New Jersey due to

his belief that NYC would be destroyed by an earthquake in 1971, Schac-
know slowly began attracting followers, which included a young married
couple, Paul and Minnie Sweetman. The Sweetmans became close to the
Schacknows and the couples, under Julius” suggestion, swapped spouses
with Joanne eventually taking Paul’s last name, although they were never
legally married. Minnie on the other hand became increasingly concerned
by Julius’ dogmatic, religious behavior and
the suspected sexual abuse of her daughter
and had planned to leave when she sud-
denly died in a bizarre accident that some
people attributed to Julius (this was directly
after Julius was suspected in a deadly arson

that took the life of some of his neighbor’s
children).

Brother Julius continued to preach on
college campuses and in other public plac-
es around Massachusetts, New Jersey and
Connecticut where he prophesied, engaged
in faith healing, and demonstrated a deep
knowledge of scripture. In 1970 he an-
nounced to his followers that he was Jesus
Christ, a claim that resulted in the defection
of some members and the increased devo-
tion of others. In 1972, he settled with his
flock in Meriden, Connecticut where they
established a number of highly successful
real estate and construction businesses (at
one time grossing over $100 million), a
publishing company called The Anointed
Music & Publishing Company, Inc. (TAMP-
CO), and a band called The Anointed,
which played locally and released a numer of records. At this point, The
Work consisted of 300-500 members who not only worked for subsistence
wages to support the group’s activities, but who faithfully attended Bible
studies and meetings multiple times a week, which sometimes lasted up
to 12 hours. Schacknow’s twelve apostles, which included Paul and Joanne



Sweetman, handled the day-to-day operations of the group, which gave
Julius more time to engage in his “special work.”

This “special work” consisted of feeding his voracious sexual appetite with
his seven, unofficial wives, other members’ wives, and young girls who
were groomed by Julius, including his own stepdaughters. Schacknow,
who referred to himself as the “sinful messiah” required that men under-
go vasectomies so that only Julius could father children with their wives.
He also became increasingly tyrannical around the perceived sins of
others and often subjected mem-
bers to verbal tirades, ritual humil-
iation (in one episode, Schacknow
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out of the interview, he threatened to break the filmmaker’s camera before
driving off with Paul Sweetman and another member. In 1996 he died of
natural causes at the home of one of his seven unofficial wives, and the
group continued primarily under the direction of the Sweetmans. In 2000,
Paul Sweetman was given a three year prison sentence on federal conspir-
acy and tax charges, and following his release in 2003, a vicious power
struggle developed between he and Joanne over the group’s remaining
business enterprises. In 2004, Joanne allegedly recruited one of Julius’
biological sons to murder Paul, which he did with another member. And
although part of Paul’s dismembered
body was discovered by a coyote, the

4\£\p\7\ police were unable to link Sweet-

spanked the bare bottoms of three / / A man’s disappearance with the body
families before the congregation, /§ §(§ /(/su LJ”m.;L\p\ W part until 2016. Arrested in 2018,
which included an 8 month preg- HE ii 5 3 fa\w;/fﬁm e | 5 the two Work members quickly im-
nant woman), and labor exploita- L HEEE iz L é plicated each other before alleging
tion. Members often worked 70-80 \g L&L) that Joanne Sweetman, who died in

our work weeks for The Work’s S e € , had been behind the murder.
h k weeks for The Work’ g e 2011, had been behind th d
various enterprises, which were E)( s @%iﬂ;ﬂfg The group appears to now be de-
managed by Paul and Joanne { 8 Q funct, although members were still
Sweetman, but they were paid very S g making headlines during the 2000s
little and many members lived in : ‘§ j 25 for disrupting local church services
poverty while the Sweetmans lived N i | LL: with doomsday predictions. In 2017,
luxuriously. During the late 1970s ;W e e (o W Connecticut investigator Michael

H fyes) . kqes) A .

and throughout the 1980s, some 5 v s 4 T Bouchard self-published an expose
followers left due to Schacknow’s Aoy of the group titled, The Connecticut

sexual improprieties and the Sweet-

Cult: The Broken Cross.

man’s labor practices and a number

of high profile lawsuits were filed

against the group, including a civil suit brought by Schacknow’s step-
daughter. At the same time, Paul and Joanne Sweetman were arrested for
defrauding the state’s unemployment compensation fund, although they
avoided prison.

In the early 1990s Schacknow appeared in a damning TV documentary
called “Who Is Brother Julius?” in which he was confronted with some of
the allegations against him (especially his “special work”). After storming

The material in this archive came
to us through the trade from an unidentified ex-member who appears
to have played in the group’s band, The Anointed, and who also worked
for TAMPCO. It includes personal items, such as a daily diary kept from
October 21-December 14, 1974, with a few subsequent entries for 1976,
which provides an unfiltered account of one member’s faith, his relation-
ship with Brother Julius and other “apostles,” his participation in The
Anointed, his approved marriage to a female member named Debbie
(including post-marriage vasectomy) and the couple’s relative poverty.



Also included are promotional items, flyers, a songbook, sheet music, a 7” record and photographs documenting The Anointed. Other items include
various books, newsletters, publications, and promotional material published by TAMPCO, and a prodigious, untitled, exegetical work featuring charts
and illustrations and produced for members (?) before TAMPCO. The books include The Son of Man “I Come As a Thief” (1973), Walk with Jesus in
Modern English: One Chronological Story of the Life of Our Lord Jesus Christ as Combined from the Four Gospels and the First Chapter of the Book
of Acts (1974, second printing), and Walk with Me in Modern English (TAMPCO’s version): One Chronological Story of My Life as Jesus of Nazareth
as Combined from the Four Gospels and the First Chapter of the Book of Acts (1975, second printing). These were written as autobiographies of Jesus
(Schacknow) and were heavily illustrated. Walk with Jesus was originally published as a multi-volume, unabridge set, although we have never seen a
copy (the Library of Congress appears to have a mostly complete set). Besides documenting the group’s cultural production, the collection also in-
cludes religious material including 18 spiral notebooks crammed with notes, Bible verses, and charts and presumably filled at the group’s intense Bible
studies and religious meetings, along with a . two-volume, alphabetical study guide that was either compiled by a member or by The Work’s hierarchy
and a folder of handwritten revelations addressed to “My Son” presumably channeled through Brother Julius. The approximately 135 photographs

are primarily snapshots, although there are some promotional photo  fgraphs of The Anointed, and capture the group engaged in worship, with a
few photographs of Schacknow, the Sweetmans and other members. And lastly, there is a folder of newspaper clippings covering the lawsuits filed by

ex-members, which came to us separately.

Despite The Work’s commercial publishing operation, their books and publications are all incredibly scarce. Only a handful of institutions have any
title published by TAMPCO or its successor, The Scriptural Research and Publishing Co., and no archive such as this exists - at least institutionally. A

unique opportunity for any curator focused on New Religious Movements, Protestantism, or fringe groups.
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IS THE TIME OF THE END HERE?
It is easy to acknowledge that we

are living in very turbulent and explo-

B o G developed
ity to totally annihilate the
at willl Political systems
and man has lost his con-
as well as the

th
uld et
collapsis
f)denue in

e s e
THE TRUE TIMES AND SEASONS?
The Holy Scriptures
prophecies _conce @ period of time
reforred %o as_"the end days." This Is
prophesied to be a period of human his-
tory when evil will reach an unprece-
Jented Tevel and have a devas e E
pact_on all Tife, culminating a
mm
able o =" are 1iving in these 'end
Scriptures teach
and "The Work of

contain many

concerning those daya
God" in the earth at that time?

never performed His works in ways that
men expected. The messengers who brought
Tifs words and performed His works have

been ridiculed ted throughout
history! The of God's truth
has led to deterioration on every level
of human existence. This "degeneration"
is now becoming apparent in every quar-
ter of our society; religious, economic
and especially politicall

The present situation on the planet
carth presents a very bloak Tufire, IF
‘there is indeed any future at all! How-
ever, there is a hiope fhat many have
turned to in this generation: that is
‘the hope that the Lord will soon return
in glory to deliver His people and judge
the wicked, Contisedonige 2
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JESUS SATD:

Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves." (Mt 10:16)

a result of the kind of people described in the following Scripture,
use common sense in your dealings with all people.

But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there
shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in dam—
nable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring
upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their per—
nicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil
spoken of. And through covetousness shall they with feigned words
make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time linger-
eth not, and their dammation slumbereth not. For if God spared not
the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered
them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.,.But
these, as natural brute beasts made to be taken and destroyed, speak

evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly per—
ish in their own corruption...." (2 Pe 2:1-4,12)

These instruetions are not motivated by fear, but they are an acknowledg—

ment o
have de
they a:

4.

f the evil that pervades every level of human existence. The people that
eclared war on the LORD are motivated by spirits that are very evil, but
re only a shadow of the evil that is to come.

HAVE A PHONE.

IN REFERENCE TO:

"WALK with JESUS"
Abridged Version
"WALK with JESUS"
Unabridged Version
"WATK with ME"

d Jesus Christ. It is a pleasure for

has stimulated your inter-
umbly. We are a group of expert Bible
re lives totally to presenting the
nating manner, especially His walk
ully understand your sincere desire to
ing in the Lord, and pray that with an
that comes "down from the Father of
either shadow of twming" (James 1:17),
er.

as designed to "let God be true, but
mly believe that "All Seripture is
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
sness" (2 Timothy 3:16).

o

GOD - THE HOLY SPIRIT

"God is a Spirit...." John 4:24

Throughout the ages God has made known certain revelations of Himself to
man, both by appearances and by the Word of God. Some of His appearances
were in spirit form, others in angelie form, and still others were in human
forms both as materialized angels and as The Man Jesus. However, in all
cases thus far, God has always appeared in His male character. The Scriptures
teach that "No man hath seen God at any time" (John 1:18a). That is true;
however, man has seen appearances and manifestations of God, in whatever form
God chose to appear or manifest, to any person at any given time; and, as
mentioned above, thus far it has always been in the male character.

God has now decreed that it is time for the female character to be made
known. Even though it is not recorded that He has ever appeared as the fe-
male character, it is recorded in the Word of God in hundreds of places that
He has a female character, thus making God a male-female man. The following
study will give you the basic concept of this truth as well as many support-
ing Seriptural evidences of it.

In Genesie 1:26-2:25 the story of the creation of the male-female man
Adam is told. In Genesis 1:26a the Seripture says, "And God said, Let us
meke man in our image, after our likeness...." Here God refers to Himself as
"us" and "our." TIn Genesis 1:27 the Scripture says, "So God created man in
his own dmage. in the imace af Gad oreated he him; male and female created he

man in His (God's) very own image.

"And it shall come to pass, that before they
while they are yet speaking, I will hear."

NEVER LIVE ALONE, AND KEEP SHADES AND CURTAINS
"Two are better than one; because they have a
bor. For if they fall, the one will 1ift

him that is alone when he falleth; for he hat
up."

DON'T DRIVE ALONE.

"And he called unto him the twelve, and began
and two; and gave them power over unclean spi

HAVE STRONG ACCESS DOORS TO HOMES AND APARTMEN

"And it came to pass, that when the gates of .
before the sabbath, I commanded that the g
charged that they should not be opened ti
some of my servants set I at the gates, that
brought in on the sabbath day."

NEVER WALK ANYWHERE FOR ANY HEASON, (NO MATTI
"SEEM" TO "LOVE" THE LORD) WITHOUT AT LEAST THWi

"And if one prevail against him, two shall wi-
fold cord is not quickly broken."

THESE PEOPLE WILL ATTACK MARRIED PEOPLE JUST A

"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversa:
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devo

vall

e will take 02w (g

URIvEVse and dtsfr;y
mankini

EMHEICINIVERTIH(OY:

(The.Lord is in counsel with His mi l"t_"l men)
n\!.])epw‘;ueu'f‘ o!’G.oJ':,TQ

havt to

QE&'&. Vo peirtia T

studied it is very apparent to see,
1ge and after His own likeness, the
7 God also has to be a male-female

laHmbllasSN)..L)aemn‘r > woman was taken out of the man.
Youave Gifle] beyond qour when the woman was yet within the
ighest fia mﬁz,‘_ b n him a female character. Second,
am, K commander of man and now there were two bodies,
Hheaemy of Hosf‘slIdM is confirmed again in Genesis 5:2,
»Fr}“ _'}” w‘-ﬂx&-"}“ .led their.name Adam, thus showing

d need - the male-female Adam.

1self by visions, appearances, and
ytament, by means of prophets, much
i female characters. However, God.
did not require anyone. to believe
-1 Jesus appeared on the historical
’r, obviously this was evidence

and confirmed all of the previous
3 of God as being a male man. How-
11 wnfulfilled, for use as the
‘uture revelation and/or appearance
«dam was male and female so also is
1e male portion of Adam was created
















The nams, The Ancinted Music
and Publishing Ci , Inc.
irplies a two-fold undertak-
ing. One entire phase of the
operation is devoted to the
writing, singing, and record-
ing ef original God inspired
masic, The Anointed, n growp
of inspired yows people,
have just recorded "God is

Alive", the first of 24 lbums. The company has its own retording Wy

studic in Gonnecticut in which the Anointed rehearse ecord.
The music group 1is typical in many respects of the e erown
of people involved, Thrcugh misic and the publiched word, the
message of God is being spread. The other phase has Biblical
rosesrch into 864 subjecta and ideas in their complete form; every
1y relates to iny of these

jects. The refarence works to b published ave supported

by a scientific Bible research of the truth of the Scriptures.

Thds enormow project ia being
acoouplished through the sin-
cere and dedionted efforts of
hundreds of young pecple who
Rave fourd & purpose to life
in God. Many of them have
como out of drug addiotion

disenchanted woxld who
beyond

The Anointed.....

the pesonalities and total group
testimonies of JAH

pictures of group in rehearsals
and public appearances

The new folk classic sound

"GOD IS ALIVE, first of a series
of 24 God inspired albums

all original songs 200 already writien

TAMPCOw owns all rights to original music

who have found God afterhaving had many various experiences.

Some of us, have had Jdinqnm’rpmb]e,ms,gc

and have come fromdelinguent homes. Some. ofus, have come from discontented
universities andeducations] institulions’ whose teaching daff and systoms
veflect the, discortert wibinfhem. Some of us, have cum:r:éo

*.I thank and praise God for Ghanging my life of
ignorance and waste into one of spiritual freedom.
By His grace, |am able to express this freedom
through the music that He has given me and my
brothers in Christ.”

~..After years of fulily seeking to understand the
meaning of my life, God opened the door of
opportunity 1o me through His Word. Though the
truth and the power of God's Holy Spirit this music
was born. God's purpose for me #nd The Ancinted is to
spread the knowledge of the joy of our new lives in
Him through this music

*..God's love has iluminated my entire being and
existence. | have been reborn in Christ. and the
manifestation of this new life is the music which
God hasinspired us to write | hope that God's

/ﬁm

AidY BB GHEE T D

m&, areagoup of happily conlenled zoung people,

2 Spirit reveals itself 10 everyone that hears our songs”
A~

BUT HKSTP—L\STEN T0 \JHA’E
THERE 15 IN STORE FDP\\'DU.

i xpanding music seene, anew
uranhiztﬂkn ,'\‘:Erﬁ&uo:f%\ezgo& Ts Alive” album isnow
;ta\lalﬂe on 'ﬂno'mgerl Réoifi:;i}?zﬁ?; o el i

u as Godis, ' e
Jf:\ J-:'{}Se:“i:::s) ey.yresse& by Qhwghls (!rqms u{{ : ?.:TE
néz i Gods ?}Nu‘g]\ls are zanﬁmﬂy new an&}‘revc.t ) in
. { Tese Thou hs has been for? wmni\g. !
e M %ol’s very own message or this

“God Is Mive’ album is

83;\era€ ton.

e

7[&'& “The Anonted... About one year ago, the first members of
band 30? ‘}ostﬂler. UWe were drawn to each other l;x’g acommon search
bruth. Using Jesus 8s our foundation, 2 looked for togys to
wess ourselves, Through Christ we found e love and 8 joy ese had

2 known before. We began to express s by plauing ot coffee. vorTE »

ses anausimﬁ Comecticut: Thegmup at hat fime nuombered = ST R
. Thany changes have come to pass since that ime. Last July we.
wded our first album called “God Is Alive’. There weve then &
Jve of us. As move people weve led tofie Lord, our rumbey also
1w (e ow mumber twenty-five multi-talented brothers and sisters.
“The Avointed, has gathered inConnecticut from nine other shale
tof us are originall %fom Connecticut. People from Califormia and
e, (Wrsconsin and. lexas now p\%g withus. Because. of Hhese roots
ry o touch ever fupe of person. e have given concerls
xgimu} Cuwnecﬁcu?. These have. ronged from coffee houses and
ge greens to shopping malls.

Quy musica) gifts vetlect the past lives we hove hived.For most

suge e have hed dlinguent parents

Public Appearanqes

/ sl
Lafayerre/ laza

— —=2 1~
— BC

y
Bridgeport

Places, where e have lived in reglected povertu, because of fhe selfishness of those

mcommunities and f’
\

1n responsible. positions whorefused fo unselfishly see To our needs,
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