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An extraordinary archive documenting the religious and cultural activi-
ties of The Work, a Christian doomsday cult 
based in Meriden, Connecticut from 1972-
2010s. The group was led by Julius Schac-
know (1924-1996), a Brooklyn-born Jewish 
convert to Christianity who masqueraded as 
a prophet, Jesus Christ (‘Julius Christ’ to his 
followers) and finally, as God himself. Born 
to a poor, Jewish family in 1924, Schacknow 
joined the Navy in 1942 where he served as 
a radioman during WWII. In 1946, while 
stationed in Guam, Schacknow claimed that 
God appeared to him and told him that he 
would become a great prophet. Following 
an honorable discharge from the Navy in 
1947, he attended a number of evangelical 
Bible colleges - where he was given the name 
Brother Julius - and began an intense study 
of the scriptures, which partially led to the 
disintegration of his first marriage. He and 
his second wife joined the Gospel Assembly 
Church, a controversial non-demonination-
al evangelical sect whose dubious practic-
es Julius would later adopt for The Work, 
and he began preaching part-time for the 
church. His second wife divorced him over 
his infidelity and she and the couple’s chil-
dren left for Florida.

After two failed marriages and the birth of five children (one of whom 
was stillborn), Schacknow met his third wife, Joanne St. Betrix, who 
would later play an instrumental role in the cult’s financial success and 
ignominous downfall. After moving from Brooklyn to New Jersey due to 

his belief that NYC would be destroyed by an earthquake in 1971, Schac-
know slowly began attracting followers, which included a young married 
couple, Paul and Minnie Sweetman. The Sweetmans became close to the 
Schacknows and the couples, under Julius’ suggestion, swapped spouses 
with Joanne eventually taking Paul’s last name, although they were never 
legally married. Minnie on the other hand became increasingly concerned 

by Julius’ dogmatic, religious behavior and 
the suspected sexual abuse of her daughter 
and had planned to leave when she sud-
denly died in a bizarre accident that some 
people attributed to Julius (this was directly 
after Julius was suspected in a deadly arson 
that took the life of some of his neighbor’s 
children).

Brother Julius continued to preach on 
college campuses and in other public plac-
es around Massachusetts, New Jersey and 
Connecticut where he prophesied, engaged 
in faith healing, and demonstrated a deep 
knowledge of scripture. In 1970 he an-
nounced to his followers that he was Jesus 
Christ, a claim that resulted in the defection 
of some members and the increased devo-
tion of others. In 1972, he settled with his 
flock in Meriden, Connecticut where they 
established a number of highly successful 
real estate and construction businesses (at 
one time grossing over $100 million), a 
publishing company called The Anointed 
Music & Publishing Company, Inc. (TAMP-
CO), and a band called The Anointed, 

which played locally and released a numer of records. At this point, The 
Work consisted of 300-500 members who not only worked for subsistence 
wages to support the group’s activities, but who faithfully attended Bible 
studies and meetings multiple times a week, which sometimes lasted up 
to 12 hours. Schacknow’s twelve apostles, which included Paul and Joanne 



Sweetman, handled the day-to-day operations of the group, which gave 
Julius more time to engage in his “special work.”

This “special work” consisted of feeding his voracious sexual appetite with 
his seven, unofficial wives, other members’ wives, and young girls who 
were groomed by Julius, including his own stepdaughters. Schacknow, 
who referred to himself as the “sinful messiah” required that men under-
go vasectomies so that only Julius could father children with their wives. 
He also became increasingly tyrannical around the perceived sins of 
others and often subjected mem-
bers to verbal tirades, ritual humil-
iation (in one episode, Schacknow 
spanked the bare bottoms of three 
families before the congregation, 
which included an 8 month preg-
nant woman), and labor exploita-
tion. Members often worked 70-80 
hour work weeks for The Work’s 
various enterprises, which were 
managed by Paul and Joanne 
Sweetman, but they were paid very 
little and many members lived in 
poverty while the Sweetmans lived 
luxuriously. During the late 1970s 
and throughout the 1980s, some 
followers left due to Schacknow’s 
sexual improprieties and the Sweet-
man’s labor practices and a number 
of high profile lawsuits were filed 
against the group, including a civil suit brought by Schacknow’s step-
daughter. At the same time, Paul and Joanne Sweetman were arrested for 
defrauding the state’s unemployment compensation fund, although they 
avoided prison. 

In the early 1990s Schacknow appeared in a damning TV documentary 
called “Who Is Brother Julius?” in which he was confronted with some of 
the allegations against him (especially his “special work”). After storming 

out of the interview, he threatened to break the filmmaker’s camera before 
driving off with Paul Sweetman and another member. In 1996 he died of 
natural causes at the home of one of his seven unofficial wives, and the 
group continued primarily under the direction of the Sweetmans. In 2000, 
Paul Sweetman was given a three year prison sentence on federal conspir-
acy and tax charges, and following his release in 2003, a vicious power 
struggle developed between he and Joanne over the group’s remaining 
business enterprises. In 2004, Joanne allegedly recruited one of Julius’ 
biological sons to murder Paul, which he did with another member. And 

although part of Paul’s dismembered 
body was discovered by a coyote, the 
police were unable to link Sweet-
man’s disappearance with the body 
part until 2016. Arrested in 2018, 
the two Work members quickly im-
plicated each other before alleging 
that Joanne Sweetman, who died in 
2011, had been behind the murder. 
The group appears to now be de-
funct, although members were still 
making headlines during the 2000s 
for disrupting local church services 
with doomsday predictions. In 2017, 
Connecticut investigator Michael 
Bouchard self-published an expose 
of the group titled, The Connecticut 
Cult: The Broken Cross.  

The material in this archive came 
to us through the trade from an unidentified ex-member who appears 
to have played in the group’s band, The Anointed, and who also worked 
for TAMPCO. It includes personal items, such as a daily diary kept from 
October 21-December 14, 1974, with a few subsequent entries for 1976, 
which provides an unfiltered account of one member’s faith, his relation-
ship with Brother Julius and other “apostles,” his participation in The 
Anointed, his approved marriage to a female member named Debbie 
(including post-marriage vasectomy) and the couple’s relative poverty. 



Also included are promotional items, flyers, a songbook, sheet music, a 7” record and photographs documenting The Anointed. Other items include 
various books, newsletters, publications, and promotional material published by TAMPCO, and a prodigious, untitled, exegetical work featuring charts 
and illustrations and produced for members (?) before TAMPCO.  The books include The Son of Man “I Come As a Thief ” (1973), Walk with Jesus in 
Modern English: One Chronological Story of the Life of Our Lord Jesus Christ as Combined from the Four Gospels and the First Chapter of the Book 
of Acts (1974, second printing), and Walk with Me in Modern English (TAMPCO’s version): One Chronological Story of My Life as Jesus of Nazareth 
as Combined from the Four Gospels and the First Chapter of the Book of Acts (1975, second printing). These were written as autobiographies of Jesus 
(Schacknow) and were heavily illustrated. Walk with Jesus was originally published as a multi-volume, unabridge set, although we have never seen a 
copy (the Library of Congress appears to have a mostly complete set). Besides documenting the group’s cultural production, the collection also in-
cludes religious material including 18 spiral notebooks crammed with notes, Bible verses, and charts and presumably filled at the group’s intense Bible 
studies and religious meetings, along with a . two-volume, alphabetical  study guide that was either compiled by a member or by The Work’s hierarchy 
and a folder of handwritten revelations addressed to “My Son” presumably channeled through Brother Julius. The approximately 135 photographs 
are primarily snapshots, although there are some promotional photo     fgraphs of The Anointed, and capture the group engaged in worship, with a 
few photographs of Schacknow, the Sweetmans and other members. And lastly, there is a folder of newspaper clippings covering the lawsuits filed by 
ex-members, which came to us separately.

Despite The Work’s commercial publishing operation, their books and publications are all incredibly scarce. Only a handful of institutions have any 
title published by TAMPCO or its successor, The Scriptural Research and Publishing Co., and no archive such as this exists - at least institutionally. A 
unique opportunity for any curator focused on New Religious Movements, Protestantism, or fringe groups.




























